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plate-glass doors, through which the pretty china 
is visible. The wooden mantel-piece has a drap- 
ery of peacock-blue felt in which is embroidered 
a running pattern of yellow daisies. The win- 
dow curtains are of the same material, with 
frieze band embroidered in the same, pattern. 
These curtains are suspended from yellow maple 




Frieze for a Vestibule. By Err.il Came. 

poles, and hang down on either side of the win- 
dow. The inner or sash curtains, as they are 
called (as they lie directly upon the sash), are of 
old-gold colored pongee and are trimmed with a 
little ball fringe of old-gold and peacock blue. 
The maple chairs have upholstered backs and 
seats in peacock-blue corduroy. Anything 
fresher or brighter than this room, with its sim- 
ple furniture and inexpensive decorations, can- 
not be imagined. 




Important Notice. Our readers who are 
either building new houses, or are con- 
templating re decorating their present 
homes, are invited to write us for infor- 
mation regarding color harmony and ar= 
tistic schemes of furnishing. We em= 
ploy trained skill to solve all questions 
oni nterior decoration. 

As our space is necessarily limited, 
and our correspondence large, inquirers 
will please exercise patience should we 
not be able to publish replies in the first 
issue following receipt of letter. 

Correspondents are earnestly requested to 
observe the following rules when writing 
to us. 

1. Write only on one side of the paper. 

2 Send, if possible, copies of the architect's 
plans of the various floors to be deco- 
rated. If it is not possible to do this, 
then send a rough sketch of the plan of 
the house, showing the relation of the 
various apartments to each other, the 
position of the windows and doors, and 
mark outside the plan the north and 
south aspects of the house. 

3. Always mention the kind of woodwork 
used in the finish of the various apart= 
ments. If the woodwork is stained or 
painted, mention the color of the stain 
or paint used thereon. Be particular to 
Ftate whether the floors are of plain 

. wood or laid in parquetry. 

Advise in all cases if the apartment has a 
plaster or wood cornice betv een wall 
and ceiling. 

5. State about how much money is to be 

expended in the decoration of each or all 
of the apartments, as a guide in deciding 
the particular treatment of same. 

6. Inclose three two-cent stamps to pay 

postage on samples of draperies, wall 
papers, etc. 



A COUCH FOR A COLLEGE ROOn. 

Church Meadow, N. C, March 15, 1895. 
The Editor, Decorator and Furnisher. 

Dear Sir: In decorating my college room I 
would like you to give me some suggestions con- 
cerning a couch I want to have made. It is to 
be the size of a single bed. 
Would it be too much to ask 
you to send me a few samples 
of suitable material for cover- 
ing it ? I see you speak of 
flax velour; I would like very 
much to have some samples 
of that, and also some sam- 
ples suitable for pillows, in 
silk goods. 

You will oblige me greatly 
if you can tell me of any 
place in New York City 
where a young man can 
study interior decoration, and 
also designing. I am a great 
lover of art, and wish to take 
that as my life-work. 
Yours very truly, 
Henry Drouthmeyer. 

ANSWER. 

In your letter regarding the decoration of a 
couch you mentioned nothing about the color of 
your room, upon which largely depends the color 
for the divan. We send you samples of flax 




Bench in Carved Wood. By Emil Cause. 

velour in green, and some in red, either color 
would be suitable for almost any room. The 
green is £2.25 per yard, and is 50 in. wide. The 
salmon red is $2.50 per yard, and is 50 in. wide. 
There is such a variety of silks for pillows, and 
the goods are so accessible everywhere that it is 
unnecessary for us to send you samples. Get 
some pretty bright colors, the individual colors 
won't matter so long as they are well diversi- 
fied. 

We would advise you, regarding learning 
interior decoration and designing, to write to 
some first-class firm, stating your case, and offer- 
ing your services free for, say, six months, in 
order that you might get a start. It is impossi- 
ble for one to draw a salary when knowing 
nothing of the business. 

A SCHEME FOR DECORATING A HOUSE IN IOWA. 

Fort Dodge, Iowa, March 12, 1895. 
Editor Decorator and Furnisher. 

Dear Sir: I am completing a new house, and 
would like your views as to its decoration, color 
scheme, etc. The first floor of the house is 
planned as follows: The building faces the 
north and has in front a central hall finished in 
oak, 13 ft. x 18 ft., this communicates with the 
dining room in the west and the library on the 
east by means of sliding doors, the openings be- 
ing 6 ft. in width. The dining room is finished 
in oak and is 14 ft. x 18 ft. The library is in 
mahogany and is 18 ft. x 16 ft. Behind the din- 
ing room on the southwest is the kitchen, and 
in a line with the library on the southeast is the 
parlor, which is finished in cherry, and is 16 ft. x 
17 ft. I may say that the hall has a wood panel 
ceiling, and both hall and dining room have a 
wainscoting 4 ft. in height. The library book- 
cases rise to the ceiling on one side. Would you 
recommend walls to be painted or papered. I 



have a good many oil paintings and wish to 
show them to advantage. I do not want to go 
into anything elaborate or expensive, but to fur- 
nish in good taste. Henry Goshorn. 

ANSWER. 

The following suggestions for decorating and 
furnishing your house, will, if carried out, give 
very pretty effects at a very moderate expense. 
You mention nothing about the rooms having a 
cornice, but we will suppose each room is sup- 
plied with that decorative appendage. You also 
mention nothing about the finishing of the floors, 
but we will suppose hardwood floors in the hall 
and dining room. We would advise you to use 
no wall papers at all, but paint the walls instead, 
and we send you herewith samples of the color 
to be used in each apartment. 

Tint the walls of the hall in a light brownish 
yellow, the ceiling to be in the same tone, but 
somewhat lighter. The cornice should be in the 
same color as the wall. The draperies at the 
doors leading into the dining room and library 
should be in a salmon velour, of which a sample 
is sent you. It is fifty inches wide, and costs 
§2.50 per yard. Use for carpet an Oriental rug 
with dull salmon tints predominating. These 
rugs are at present selling for less than ever be- 
fore. 

The walls of the dining room should be tinted 
in a deep rose, of which color we also send sam- 
ple. The ceiling should be tinted in a light 
cream and the cornice is not quite so light a tone. 
Use the rose velour, of which a sample is sent 
you, for draperies. It is fifty inches wide, and 
costs $2.25 per yard. Use for carpet an Oriental 
rug with the prevailing color in dull rose. 

Tint the walls of the library a sage green, sim- 
ilar to the color sample sent. The corner of the 
cornice should be in the same color, but the ceil- 
ing in a much lighter tint. Use for draperies 
the green tapestry, of which a sample is sent you. 
It is fifty inches wide, and costs S3. 50 per yard. 
For the library carpet use a dark sage velvet, of 
the same color as the sample of plush inclosed. 

Tint the wall of the parlor a light yellow, of 
which a sample is sent you. Let the cornice be 
in the same tint, the ceiling to be much lighter. 




Design for Stair=railing in Carved Wood, 
By Emil Cause' 
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The draperies should be in the yellow figured 
stuff, of which a sample is sent you. It is fifty 
inches wide, and costs S2.25 per yard. The car- 
pet should be a plain velvet in a rose color, sim- 
ilar to the plush sent. 

Each set of draperies should be lined with 
sateen of its own color. The door draperies 
should be hung inside the door trims. 

In all the rooms we would advise you to put 
the picture moldings just below the cornice, 
thus giving you good wall space for your pict- 
ures. 

We would advise you to give the woodwork 
in the kitchen two coats of varnish, and paint 
the walls a cream color In doing this you will 
be able to wash the room without injuring it, 
and at the same time keep it perfectly clean. 



A SCHEME FOR DECORATING A LIBRARY. 
Alhany, N. Y., March 26, 1895. 

Editor, Decorator and Furnisher. 

Dear Sir: I wish I had always had your 
valued magazine to read, but having read some 
of the late issues I am anxious to take advan- 
tage of your kind offer to supply decorative ad- 
vice through your columns. 

Can I trouble you to tell me what to do with 
my library ? It is a small room 10 >£ ft. wide by 
nearly 15 ft. long, of which I send a plan. You 
will observe that there is a door at one end lead- 
ing into the back parlor, opposite which, right in 
the middle of the wall, is the only window of the 
apartment, which looks toward the northwest. 
At the end of both side walls, close to the south- 
west wall, are two doors, one of which leads to 
the balcony and the other into the lavatory. As 
the room is now arranged it makes me 
feel cross-eyed when I enter it. The 
woodwork is of oak but unfinished. 
The carpet has a light gray ground 
with a small all-over design in incon- 
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Design for Bookcase. 

spicuous figures. I wish to paper the walls, and 
what would look suitable for so small a room 
and one that does not contain much light? I 
have thought of having a space from the lava- 
tory door to the other corner of the room filled 
with oak bookcases, but made into three sections 
for convenience and handling. I have three 
bookcases already, but in different styles. A 
tall, old-fashioned black walnut one in the cen- 
ter, a small oak bookcase to the left, and an old 
pine bookcase to the right. This is convenient 
for my bent-iron work as it has a lid to let down 
work, and with drawers beneath for keeping 
tools and materials when not at work. 

How shall I finish the woodwork of the apart- 
ment ? The room is 9^ ft. high. 

How shall I dress the window? 

The lavatory window being so near the library 
window it will be necessary for them to be alike. 
What furniture should be used for this apart- 
ment ? 

How shall I make the bookcases ? 

Can you suggest some practical plan to make 
a cosey apartment? Could you send me a sam- 
ple of paper that would be suitable for the 
walls ? 

Any help you can give me will be greatly ap- 
preciated. Mrs, Anna Slade. 
ANSWER. 

Replying to your letter you make no mention of 
the color of the parlor, which is quite essential, 
as it is in connection with the library; not having 
done so we will give the library a treatment re- 
gardless of the color of the other room. The 
woodwork of the apartment being in oak, we 



recommend you to have it varnished or finished 
to show the natural grain of the wood. Do not 
paint it. 

Paper the walls as far as the cornice with a 
light green cartridge paper, of which we send 
you a sample, using no frieze. Paint the ceiling 
almost white with just a suggestion of green. 
Have the wall space, running from the entrance 
of the parlor to the lavatory door filled with pol- 
ished oak bookcases similar in style to the sketch 
sent you herewith. You can measure the length 
of wall space to be filled and divide the distance 
into so many equal sections, making each indi- 
vidual bookcase of whatever width you determine 
upon, so that altogether they will fill the required 
space. They should be 5 ft high, as you will see 
from the drawing we send you. We would ad- 
vise you to discard at least two of the bookcases 
you have on hand, as they will disturb the har- 
mony of the apartment. It would be well to buy 
two or three Turkish rugs with color in keeping 
with that of the room. 

For the draperies at the doors use a striped 
green velour, of which a sample is sent you. This 
is 50 in wide, and costs S2.50 per yard. It is 
necessary for you to treat the window as plainly 
as possible in consequence of its being the only 
one in the room, so as to permit all the light pos- 
sible to enter the apartment. We would advise 
you to get a very fine net similar to sample sent. 
This you can decorate along the sides and across 
the bottom with a real lace border. Let the cur- 
tains come to the floor and hang perfectly full 
and straight. 



DECORATING A PARLOR AND LIBRARY IN AN 
OLD-TinE /1ANSI0N. 

i Louisville, Ky., Feb. 20, 1895. 
To the Editor of The Decorator and Fur- 
nisher. 

Dear Sir: We have a large old-fashioned house, 
containing nine rooms, including a large hall, 
which stands on four acres of ground. I had in- 
tended to furnish the house handsomely through- 
out, but for the present will only decorate and 
furnish the parlor and library, which are situated 
on the north sideof the house. These apartments 
adjoin each other, and I send you a rough sketch 
of the ground plan of same. The parlor meas- 
ures 18x18 ft. and the library lS ft. 10 in. x 12 
ft. 4 in. The bay window in this apartment, 11 
ft. 6 in. x 5 ft. I wish to have the woodwork of 
both apartments painted, and would like you to 
send samples of the paint to be used in both 
cases. What carpets, curtains and draperies 
would you suggest? Some furniture — a divan 
and several chairs that I wish upholstered are 
in mahogany. What goods and color would be 
best for these? I also want mantel and tiles for 
parlor, and drapery for doors of mahogany cab- 
inet. I want everything pretty, artistic and 
ornamental throughout, without great expense. 
Now for the small library; how would paper in 
green tints do, and what paint in such case should 
be used for woodwork ? Would you recommend 
green matting and rugs on the floor ? The doors 
on this side of the house are of the ordinary size, 
with transoms. 

I do not think the Swiss curtains which over- 
top each other would be suitable, as we use these 
windows to step out on our gallery. I have been 
using lace curtains on a pole, and silk shadow 
curtains on a brass rod for the lower half of win- 
dows. Would you advise moquette for the par- 
lor floors, and is it possible to procure low-priced 
rugs to suit the dimensions of the room? 
Oriental rugs I should think would be too ex- 
pensive. In recommending paint for the parlor 
woodwork should the same color be used for the 
side shutters? I notice in your February issue 
that you speak of linoleum in a lovely parquetry 
design representing a grain of wood. Would 
this be a suitable floor covering for both my 
rooms, and where can I get it ? What kind of 
drapery would you advise for a square bay win- 
dow in library which contains four windows? A 
rope portiere illustrated in your February num- 
ber would be the very thing, if it is not too ex- 
pensive. Please answer as soon as possible, and 
oblige, Yours very truly, 

Mrs. Henrietta Stephens. 



ANSWER. 

E recommend you to adopt the following 
scheme of decoration 
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for the parlor. 
Paint the woodwork in both rooms a light 



cream, similar to the sample of painted wood 
sent you. Paper the walls of the parlor with 
plain light yellow paper, similar to sample sent, 
■which will cost you thirty cents a roll. Have no 
frieze but paper. Cover the wall with the paper 
right up to the cornice, finishing off with a pict- 
ure molding. The ceiling maybe in a lighter 
shade of the wall paper. 

Get a plain old-rose moquette carpet for the 
parlor floor, as everything depends upon the cor- 
rect choice of color. We make it a practice of 
sending samples of color fabrics of various kinds 
as a guide to the exact tint we have in view, and 
to this end we send you a clipping of old-rose 
plush as a color guide for the carpet. 

For the door and window draperies we recom- 
mend one of the new striped patterns in flax 
velour in a pale old-rose color, and in this case 
we send you a piece of the actual fabrics we select 
both as regards stripe and color. It is 50 in. wide 
and sells for S2.50 per yard. Line all draperies 
with silesia of the same color. Use brass poles 
for both doors and windows. For the mahogany 
cabinet doors use a light yellow silk known as 
agra silk, of which we send a sample. This 
fabric possesses a beautiful luster, having in it 
the gleam of quicksilver, and the effect will be 
very dainty and artistic when shirred on brass 
rods at top and bottom, placed inside the glass 
doors. • 

We recommend you to cover the divan with a 
green and ecru brocade of the same color, weight 
and texture as the sample sent. This will re- 
lieve the prevalent rose color in carpet and 
draperies. This fabric has a silk face with cot- 
ton back, the ground of the silk being in Em- 
pire green with figure in ecru. I is 50 in. wide 
and sells at S3. 25 per yard. 

For sash curtains for the windows, we strongly 
recommend the net fabric sent you as being very 
choice and artistic. It is 4S in. wide and sells 
for St. 00 per yard. Finish it by folding back 
2 in. for a hem on both sides; hang it on brass 
rods at top. 

Cover the chairs, some in plain velvet of a 
medium rose tint, and others in an all-silk yellow 
brocade. We send you samples of these fabrics. 
The rose velvet being 27 in. wide, and costing 
S4.50 per yard, and the yellow brocade being 50 
in. wide, and costing SS.00 per yard. These are 
magnificent fabrics, and it will be well worth 
your while to employ goods of this quality be- 
cause chairs have to stand a much more severe 
wear and tear than curtains or draperies. 

By way of general furnishings for the parlor, 
we would recommend you to. buy two or three 
pretty ornamental rugs to throw upon the car- 
pet. These can be purchased from S5-00 up, 
according to size and quality. We also send you 
a design for parlor mantel as requested. This 
constructed of wood and finished similar to the 
other woodwork of the room, and will cost 
S60.00 including the tiled facing for the fire- 
place. The grate or andirons fender will cost 
extra. We also send you a sample of a pale 
yellow enameled tile which would be very suit- 
able for the fireplace. 



Paper the library walls with a green ingrain 
paper, similar to sample sent. Have no frieze, 
but carry the paper right up to the cornice and 
finish with a picture moulding. The ceiling can 
be in a lighter shade of wall paper. 

Get a plain, dark green moquette carpet for 
this apartment. We send you a clipping of silk 
velvet giving the correct shade of carpel. This 
material might be advantageously used for the 
covering of one chair in parlor. It is 50 in. wide, 
and costs $9.00 per yard. 

For the draperies at the doors and bay-win- 
dow use a soft, loosely-woven green bronze 
tapestry, the front surface of which is composed 
of perpendicular lines of loosely-woven bronze 
green silk, attached to a soft, heavy wool back, 
similar to sample sent you. This is 50 in. wide, 
and costs §3- 50 per yard. It can be lined with 
silesia of same color. Use polished brass poles 
for hanging draperies. Use the same plain net 
at the windows of the library as recommended 
for use in the parlor. Buy two or three pretty 
rugs for this room. 

All the goods of which samples are sent you 
can be obtained from several of our New York 
advertisers, and we only ask in return for the 
information given our correspondents regarding 
interior decoration, that they will, as far as 
possible patronize the establishments whose 
advertisements appear in our columns. 



